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Prelude “Herzliebster Jesu” (Ah, Holy Jesus)                         Johannes Brahms 
 

Greeting 
 

*Call to Worship (Responsively) 
L:  We gather at the threshold of a new creation. 
P: As created beings - to be one with each other, to be one with Creation, to be  
      one with God. 
L:  We gather where the ground underfoot is holy. 
P: To commune with neighbors and in the company of saints, to sing hallelujahs  
      in the presence of our enemies. 
L:  We gather for the mysteries of the bread and wine, for the Word made flesh; for the  
      Cup of the New Covenant. 
P:  Where heaven meets Earth, where all are welcome, where all are loved. 
L:  Come, a new commandment has been given. 
P:  From before the foundation of the world. 
L:  Come, that we may love one another. 
P: That our joy may be full, and we may be set free. 
 

Confession 
Mighty yet merciful God,  
You have loved us to the end. When there was betrayal in our hearts, you loved us 
anyway. You knew we would deny you, and you loved us anyway. In our  
selfishness we turned from you, and you loved us anyway. Forgive us we pray.  
Restore our faith and renew our desire for justice, that we may once again  
become your people of peace. Amen.  
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Hear and receive the good news. The One who created us has called us to forgiveness, and 
there is now no condemnation, no shame at the table of God. There is only the love that 
makes us whole again and which we in turn offer to others. In God’s name we are  
forgiven.  In God’s name we have been set free. Amen. 
 

Recalling the Passover - Exodus 12:1-14 
 

Questions for Reflection 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

*Hymn    “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”          # 25  
 

A New Commandment from Jesus: Servant Leadership - John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

Questions for Reflection 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

*Hymn    “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”               #498 
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Community and Communion: God in Our Midst - 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

Questions for Reflection 
 

Silent Reflection  
 

Message  
 

*Hymn    “Break Now the Bread of Life”          #321 
 

Invitation to the Table 
L:  Come, let us join at the table. Come, a place is set for each of us. 
P:  Let us join at the table. Let us be set free. 
L:  Come, join the misfits, thieves, and liars. Come, young and old, from near or far. 
P:  Let us join at the table. Let us be set free. 
L: Come, where shame is no longer welcome. Come, where forgiveness and mercy  
      Triumph. 
P: Let us join at the table. Let us be set free. 
 

Communion Prayer 
L:  May the Giver of Peace be with you. 
P:  May God’s peace be with you. 
L:  Our hearts are wounded and wandering. 
P:  We lift them up to God. 
L:  Give thanks to God, for God is good. 
P:  God’s love endures forever. 
L:  It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
      creator, make or heaven and earth. At the dawn of Creation, you breathed life into  
      dirt and we were created in your image.  
P:  God’s love endures forever. 
L: From the waters of the flood, you protected Noah. As many children as the stars,  
      you promised Abraham. In the dreams of a slave named Joseph, Israel was fed  
      during famine. With the rod of Moses and the songs of Miriam, you delivered Israel  
      from slavery. 
P:  God’s love endures forever. 
L: In our need of forgiveness, you gave us Jesus. He could speak to the wind and the  
      waves. He could heal with mud and walk on water. He preached good news to the  
      poor and blessed the lowly. He showed us the way to God.  
P:  God’s love endures forever. 
L: When he had been crucified, when he was dead and buried, you lifted Jesus from the 

grave, and gave us new life in him.   
P:  God’s love endures forever. 
L: With your love you set us free. Your justice became our joy. Your peace became  
      our promise. 
P:  God’s love endures forever. 
L: Through the waters of baptism, you made us your own and, in our lives together,  
      we witness to you and your love. 
P:  Give thanks to God, for God is good. God’s love endures forever. 
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Words of Institution 
 

And so, in remembrance of these acts, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a 
holy and living sacrifice, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Our Creator, our Savior, our Sustainer 
We give you thanks for this holy meal. May it empower us to go into the world in 
the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves to each other in the name of Jesus 
Christ who gave his life for us. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
L: Now, may the love of God go with us. May God’s face shine upon us. May we carry  
      God’s love into the world, showing the same love to one another that God has shown  
      to us.  
P:  May our lives bear witness to the never-ending love of God. Amen. 
 
Please depart in silence 

 
Service was adapted from the New Commandment: Service Prayers for Maundy  
Thursday written by Michael Anthony Howard, who serves as Minister of Faith in  
Action for the Living Water Association, Ohio Northeast, of the Heartland Conference, 
United Church of Christ. 


